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Our Purpose Statement

“SVB Interests exists to make other people’s lives better
through profitable commerce and charitable
benevolence. We do this by showing the way to human
flourishing, empowering freedom from external and self-
iImposed tyranny, and enabling God’s intention for eternal
peace and everlasting life for all humanity.”

Unpacking the Purpose of SVB Interests: A Philosophical and Theological Essay

The Purpose Statement of SVB Interests—"to make other people's lives better through
profitable commerce and charitable benevolence"—represents an ambitious integration of
Aristotelian virtue ethics, enlightened capitalism, and Christian theology. This statement
weaves together three fundamental human pursuits: the quest for flourishing, the
generation of wealth through enterprise, and the exercise of compassionate generosity. At
its heart lies a profound vision: that Stephen and Vicki Batman's family office exists not
merely to accumulate resources, but to deploy them in ways that advance human well-
being, freedom, and ultimately participation in God's eternal purposes.

Making Other People's Lives Better: The Aristotelian Foundation

To understand what it means to "make other people's lives better," we must begin with
Aristotle's concept of eudaimonia—typically translated as "happiness" but more accurately
rendered as "flourishing" or "living well." For Aristotle, eudaimonia is not a transient
emotional state but rather the highest human good: the condition achieved through "rational
activity of soulin accordance with virtue" performed over the course of a complete life. This
conception fundamentally differs from modern notions of happiness as mere pleasure or



File name: Formatted Purpose Statement - An Essay v1a 3-31-2026.docx
Save date:3/31/2026 11:05:37 AM
Stephen Batman

contentment; instead, it describes a life lived excellently, where one's highest capacities are
actualized in pursuit of noble ends.MEZEIAIE]

Aristotle argued that human beings, distinguished from other creatures by our capacity for
reason, flourish when we exercise this rationality virtuously—developing both intellectual
virtues (wisdom, understanding, practical judgment) and moral virtues (courage,
temperance, justice, generosity). A flourishing life requires not only internal virtues but also
external goods: friendship, adequate material resources, political participation, and
favorable circumstances. As Aristotle acknowledged, "happiness obviously needs the
presence of external goods as well, since itis impossible, or at least no easy matter, to
perform noble actions without resources".[Iel5]

When SVB Interests commits to making other people's lives better, it therefore embraces a
holistic vision of human welfare that transcends mere material provision. To genuinely
improve lives means creating conditions where individuals can develop their capacities,
exercise virtue, pursue meaningful goals, and participate fully in community. This involves
addressing both immediate needs and systemic barriers that prevent flourishing—whether
poverty that constrains choice, injustice that denies dignity, illness that limits agency, or
lack of education that stifles potential.[eM

Profitable Commerce as Instrument of Flourishing

The phrase "profitable commerce" deserves careful examination, particularly in light of
contemporary debates between shareholder capitalism and stakeholder capitalism.
Traditionally, shareholder capitalism has held that corporations exist primarily to maximize
returns for their owners. This narrow view, however, has given way to a broader
understanding: stakeholder capitalism proposes that businesses should create value for all
stakeholders—employees, customers, communities, suppliers, and shareholders—while
pursuing purposes larger than profit alone.PH1on2l1s]

Profitable commerce, properly understood, is not antithetical to human flourishing but
rather instrumental to it. Commerce creates wealth, but more fundamentally, it organizes
human creativity and productive capacity to meet genuine needs. When businesses operate
justly—paying fair wages, producing quality goods and services, innovating solutions to real
problems, treating employees with dignity—they become engines of human development
and community prosperity.foinn2iel

For SVB Interests, investing in people and businesses to "ignite profitable commerce"
means several things. First, it means providing capital to enterprises that align profit-making
with stakeholder welfare, recognizing that sustainable profitability arises from serving
customers well, developing employees' talents, partnering fairly with suppliers, and
contributing to community vitality. Second, it means helping entrepreneurs and business
leaders develop the practical wisdom (phronesis) to navigate the complexities of creating
value ethically—making decisions that balance competing stakeholder interests while
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maintaining long-term viability. Third, it means demonstrating that commerce can be both
profitable and purposeful, challenging the false dichotomy that pits economic success
against social responsibility.[12141814110)

When profitable commerce functions this way, it creates multiple levels of flourishing:
employees develop skills and earn dignified livelihoods; customers access products and
services that improve their lives; communities gain tax revenue, employment, and economic
vitality; and investors earn returns that enable further productive investment. For America
and SVB Interests' stakeholders specifically, such investments can strengthen economic
resilience, create meaningful employment, foster innovation, and build wealth that can be
deployed toward additional flourishing-oriented purposes.!Meiiol2l

Charitable Benevolence: The Ethics of Strategic Giving

The term "charitable benevolence" elegantly combines two related but distinct concepts.
"Benevolence" derives from Latin benevolus, meaning "well-wishing" or "good-spirited"—it
describes a disposition of kindness, generosity, and genuine concern for others' welfare at a
personal level. "Charity" comes from Latin caritas, meaning unconditional love, and
historically refers to short-term relief provided to those in immediate need. "Philanthropy,"
from Greek philanthropia ("love of humankind"), encompasses a broader vision: systematic

efforts to address root causes, create lasting change, and advance the common
gOOd 15][16][17][18][19][20

Charitable benevolence, then, represents the integration of heartfelt compassion with
strategic action—meeting immediate needs while working toward systemic transformation.
Strategic philanthropy operates with intentionality, setting clear objectives, using data to
inform decisions, focusing on measurable outcomes, pursuing sustainability rather than
temporary relief, and leveraging collaboration to amplify impact.[2122119123]

Properly deployed charity and philanthropy requires several elements. First, it demands
genuine understanding of the needs and assets of intended beneficiaries, engaging them as
partners rather than passive recipients. Second, it requires evaluating interventions
rigorously to ensure resources actually achieve intended outcomes rather than merely
satisfying donors' preferences. Third, it calls for addressing root causes alongside
immediate symptoms—feeding the hungry today while also investing in job training,
education, and economic development that prevent future hunger. Fourth, it recognizes that
effective giving often requires patient capital willing to support capacity-building and long-
term systemic change rather than demanding immediate visible results.2417l22125109)26123]121]

Who Benefits and How
The beneficiaries of charitable and philanthropic deeds extend beyond immediate

recipients. Certainly, those receiving assistance benefit materially—gaining food, shelter,
healthcare, education, or other necessary resources. But they also benefit in less tangible
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ways: receiving dignity and recognition of their inherent worth; gaining access to
opportunities for skill development and self-determination; and experiencing the solidarity
that comes from others' investment in their flourishing.[2728129115]

Communities benefit as charitable giving strengthens social fabric, builds institutional
capacity, addresses collective challenges, and demonstrates values of compassion and
mutual responsibility. When philanthropy effectively tackles root causes—improving
education systems, creating economic opportunities, reforming unjust policies—entire
populations benefit through enhanced flourishing potential.7 0817121

Donors and philanthropists themselves benefit significantly. Research demonstrates that
giving increases happiness, creates a sense of meaning and purpose, builds social
connections, and provides deep satisfaction that exceeds the pleasure of spending on
oneself. Moreover, strategic philanthropy allows donors to align resources with deeply held
values, creating coherence between their beliefs and actions while building a legacy that
outlasts their lifetimes. From a spiritual perspective, acts of charity cultivate virtue—
particularly generosity, compassion, and justice—that are essential to the giver's own moral
development and flourishing.Bo1nel28)s2]21]

Showing the Way to Human Flourishing

To "show the way to human flourishing" implies both exemplifying flourishing through one's
own life and creating pathways that enable others to flourish. This endeavor operates at
multiple levels.?34

At the individual level, showing the way means cultivating and demonstrating the virtues that
characterize a flourishing life: practical wisdom to make sound judgments; courage to act
rightly despite difficulty; temperance to moderate desires; justice to give others their due;
and generosity to share abundantly. It means living with integrity, pursuing meaningful goals,
maintaining rich relationships, engaging in work that contributes value, and developing
one's capacities fully.BlESIEEl430]

At the organizational level, it means building businesses and institutions that treat human
beings as ends in themselves rather than mere instruments—creating workplaces where
employees develop their talents, exercise autonomy, contribute meaningfully, and receive
fair compensation. It means establishing governance structures that ensure accountability

to all stakeholders and decision-making processes that balance diverse legitimate
interests. PNz

At the societal level, showing the way to flourishing involves advocating for policies and
systems that expand capabilities and opportunities universally. A flourishing society would
exhibit several characteristics: economic arrangements that provide all members with
material security and meaningful work opportunities; educational institutions that develop
intellectual and moral virtues across the population; healthcare systems that ensure
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physical and mental well-being; legal and political frameworks that protect rights, enable
participation, and administer justice impartially; and cultural norms that affirm human
dignity, encourage virtue, foster cooperation, and celebrate excellence.BP4ISeIE71E31E]

Such a society would be marked by what Aristotle called eudaimonia writ large:
communities where individuals can develop their rational and moral capacities, pursue
purposes they value, form meaningful relationships, participate in collective self-
governance, and contribute to the common good. Achieving this vision requires attention to
both personal character development and structural conditions that either enable or
obstruct flourishing for all.B1e74lz4]

Freedom from External and Self-Imposed Tyranny

The Purpose Statement's commitment to "empowering freedom from external and self-
imposed tyranny" addresses two distinct but related forms of unfreedom that impede
human flourishing.

External tyranny refers to oppressive power exercised by others—whether governments,
institutions, or individuals—that arbitrarily constrains choice, denies rights, or subjugates
people through fear, coercion, or injustice. Classical political philosophy defined tyranny as
"arbitrary or despotic exercise of power" and "the exercise of power over subjects with a
rigor not authorized by law or justice". External tyranny manifests in political oppression,
economic exploitation, social discrimination, and systems that concentrate power in ways
that disenfranchise and violate the rights of citizens.[38I9l40li4142]

True freedom, as understood by thinkers from Aristotle through the American founders, is
not merely absence of constraint but rather "freedom from civil strife" and the security to
live virtuously without fear. It requires well-ordered institutions that protect the vulnerable,
restrain the powerful, and enable all to participate in common life. Montesquieu defined
political liberty as "that tranquility of mind which derives from his sense of security"—the
confidence that one's person, property, and participation are protected by just laws rather
than threatened by arbitrary power.#3l44]

Profitable commerce empowers freedom from external tyranny by creating economic
opportunity and independence. When individuals have meaningful employment, fair
compensation, and pathways to economic security, they gain autonomy and bargaining
power—they are less vulnerable to exploitation and more capable of making genuine
choices about their lives. When businesses treat stakeholders justly and contribute to
community prosperity, they help build the economic foundations necessary for political
freedom and social participation.4ieintinziel

Charitable benevolence empowers freedom from external tyranny by addressing immediate
crises that render people vulnerable—providing food, shelter, healthcare, and safety to
those threatened by poverty, violence, or disaster. More strategically, it works to dismantle
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oppressive systems through advocacy, legal reform, institution-building, and support for
movements advancing justice. 2819121017

Self-imposed tyranny, conversely, refers to internal constraints that limit flourishing—
patterns of thought, habit, and belief that prevent us from living freely and excellently.
Psychoanalyst Karen Horney coined the phrase "tyranny of the shoulds" to describe how we
internalize external expectations and impose rigid, perfectionistic demands on ourselves
that disconnect us from our authentic desires and values. This internal oppression
manifests as fear of failure, compulsive striving for approval, inability to make autonomous
choices, addiction to achievement, and persistent anxiety that we are not enough. #5148l

Self-imposed tyranny also includes vices that enslave us: greed that drives endless
accumulation; pride that isolates us from genuine relationship; anger that poisons our
peace; envy that prevents contentment; sloth that squanders our potential. Aristotle
understood that cultivating virtue is precisely the path to freedom from such self-imposed
bondage—temperance frees us from enslavement to appetites; courage from enslavement
to fear; practical wisdom from enslavement to folly.[“74

Profitable commerce can empower freedom from self-imposed tyranny by creating cultures
that value authentic development over mere performance, that measure success
holistically rather than solely by financial metrics, and that encourage individuals to pursue
work aligned with their genuine talents and purposes. Charitable benevolence addresses
self-imposed tyranny through education that develops critical consciousness, counseling
and therapeutic services that heal psychological wounds, spiritual formation that cultivates
virtue, and mentoring relationships that model integrated living. 2301

Enabling God's Intention for Eternal Peace and Everlasting Life

The Purpose Statement culminates in explicitly theological language: enabling "God's
intention for eternal peace and everlasting life for all humanity." This reflects a Christian
understanding that human flourishing finds its ultimate context and consummation in
relationship with God and participation in God's redemptive purposes.

In biblical theology, God's eternal intention has always been shalom—a Hebrew concept far
richer than mere absence of conflict. Shalom encompasses wholeness, completeness,
harmony, justice, prosperity, security, and right relationship with God, with others, and with
creation. It describes the original created order where all things existed in perfect peace, the
state disrupted by human sin and rebellion, and the condition God promises to restore fully
through Christ. [“8ll4olsol51]

Jesus Christis identified throughout Scripture as the "Prince of Peace" who establishes this
shalom. Through His incarnation, life, death, and resurrection, Christ accomplishes several
things. He reconciles humanity to God, removing the enmity created by sin and making
peace through "the blood of his cross". He demonstrates what flourishing human life looks
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like—marked by perfect virtue, compassionate service, courageous truth-telling, and radical
love. He defeats the spiritual powers that oppress and enslave humanity. And He
inaugurates God's kingdom—a present and future reality where God's will is done, justice
reigns, and all things are being renewed.#1521[53][49[51]

"Eternal life" or "everlasting life" in Christian theology refers not merely to temporal
extension but to a qualitative existence characterized by knowing God and participating in
His life. The Gospel of John particularly emphasizes that eternal life is both a present
possession for believers and a future hope—those who trust in Christ "have passed from
death to life" even now, experiencing the firstfruits of resurrection existence while awaiting
its full manifestation. Eternal life means inhabiting the reality of God's kingdom, sharing in
the divine nature, being transformed into Christ's likeness, and enjoying perfect communion
with God and His people forever. 153154155151

When SVB Interests commits to "enabling God's intention for eternal peace and everlasting
life," it acknowledges several theological truths. First, that human flourishing in its fullest
sense is inseparable from spiritual flourishing—that we are made for relationship with God
and cannot achieve ultimate fulfillment apart from Him. Second, that God is actively
working in history to redeem all things and restore shalom, and that He invites human beings
to participate in this redemptive work. Third, that our temporal efforts to promote justice,
alleviate suffering, create beauty, and build flourishing communities have eternal
significance—they are not merely pragmatic interventions but anticipations and foretastes
of the coming kingdom. [491501511[561[53]

This theological vision transforms how we understand both commerce and charity.
Profitable commerce becomes not merely wealth generation but stewardship of God's
creation—using resources, developing human potential, and organizing economic activity in
ways that honor human dignity and advance the common good as expressions of God's
creative purposes. Charitable benevolence becomes not merely humanitarian aid but
participation in God's reconciling work—meeting immediate needs while working toward the
justice, mercy, and restoration that characterize God's kingdom. [0 212110 71{49]

Integration and Conclusion

The Purpose Statement of SVB Interests weaves together these diverse strands into a
coherent vision. Making lives better through profitable commerce and charitable
benevolence represents an integrated approach to human flourishing that engages multiple
dimensions of human existence—material, social, moral, and spiritual.

Profitable commerce addresses economic needs and creates conditions for broader
flourishing by generating wealth responsibly, providing meaningful work, developing human
capital, and demonstrating that business can serve purposes beyond mere profit
maximization. Charitable benevolence addresses immediate suffering and systemic
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injustice through strategic giving that meets urgent needs while investing in lasting
transformation, "IN 22107191101

Both endeavors empower freedom by reducing vulnerabilities that expose people to external
oppression and by fostering the virtue and capacity needed to overcome internal bondage.
And both ultimately participate in God's eternal purposes—creating temporal reflections of
the divine shalom that will be fully realized when Christ returns to establish new heavens
and new earth where righteousness dwells.B1el43l531491010]

This Purpose Statement challenges the false dichotomies that plague contemporary
discourse: profit versus purpose, business versus charity, temporal welfare versus eternal
salvation, individual flourishing versus common good. Instead, it presents a holistic vision
where wealth creation serves human development, where generosity flows from abundance
generated justly, where temporal action has eternal significance, and where individual
thriving and collective flourishing are mutually reinforcing.

For a family office managing substantial resources, this Purpose Statement provides
profound orientation. It calls SVB Interests not merely to preserve and grow wealth for
private benefit, but to deploy capital strategically toward the flourishing of others. It
demands excellence in both commercial investment and charitable giving—pursuing
profitability through stakeholder-oriented businesses and effectiveness through strategic
philanthropy. It requires integration of economic savvy, moral wisdom, and spiritual
discernment. And it offers ultimate meaning by connecting daily decisions about resource
allocation with the highest purposes: participating in God's redemptive work and advancing
the comprehensive flourishing—temporal and eternal—of all humanity.
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