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SVB INTEREST   
VISION FOR THE SOUL AND GOVERANCE 

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 
An Essay by Stephen A. Batman 

March 5, 2026 
 
Introduction: 
Most political candidates, political parties, community organizers, and public policy think 
tanks publish agendas and lists of political aims. But few publish a coherent, 
comprehensive, and communicable vision for the United States of America. I have created a 
vision for the country, composed of two parts: Part I, the soul of America, and Part II,  the 
governance of America. 

The vision is mine. I have written this essay, using AI tools for some editing and some 
content, to thoroughly explain my Vision for the United States of America. 

 

Vision for the Soul and Governance of the United States of America. 
Part I: The Soul of America 

1a. The soul of America shall be a just and culturally assimilated society where wise, 
industrious, hardworking, praiseworthy, and virtuous citizens flourish with lives of joy, 
significance, and meaning due to habits of moral, intellectual, and spiritual excellence. 

1b. The soul of America shall be rooted in Western Civilization, founded on Greek 
philosophy, Roman law, and Christian values. 

1c. The soul of America assures its citizens shall care for and assure the dignity of those 
citizens of goodwill and guests of goodwill who legitimately suffer. 

1d. The soul of America holds that merit shall be the sole determinant for personal rewards, 
recognition, power, and responsibility. Attributes of race, gender, sexual orientation, age, 
and income shall never be determinants of distributive or procedural justice in the public or 
private sectors. 

1e. The soul of America fiercely demands free speech, religious freedom, economic 
freedom, the right to bear arms, and equality under the law for all citizens. 
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1f. The soul of America ensures that its citizens and guests respectfully and knowledgeably 
honor its sacred history and those who have fought for its Constitutional liberties, especially 
those who paid the ultimate sacrifice in life or limb. 

1g The soul of America ensures that its citizens, by their wise actions and unselfish political 
choices, enable America's posterity to be unburdened by irresponsible national and 
personal debt and political and military entanglements. The wise actions and unselfish 
political choices of citizens assure that America's posterity will flourish with lives of joy, 
significance, and meaning."  

Part II: The Governance of America 

2a. The governance of America is grounded in the greatest sentence ever written, "We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 
Happiness." 

2b. The governance of the United States of America shall be a constitutional republic, 
whereby the government derives its powers from the consent of the governed as prescribed 
in the US Constitution, and the assurances to its citizens stated in the Bill of Rights. They are 
the supreme laws of the land, illuminated by the Laws of Nature and Nature's God and all 
the sacred principles in the Declaration of Independence.  

2c. The Governance of America shall always divide federal and state powers in a Federalist 
system, where the Tenth Amendment to the Constitution explicitly states that powers not 
delegated to the Federal government are reserved to the states or the people. This 
Constitutional anchor for states' rights gives express limitations on the powers of the Federal 
government.  

2.d. America's elected, appointed, and employed national, state, and municipal governing 
officials, judges, and staff shall always prioritize America's interests in their legislative, 
executive, and judicial duties, ensuring that neither America nor its citizens are ever 
economically or politically subordinated to any other country or governing body. 

2e. The governance of America shall maintain the capabilities and readiness of a strong 
national defense against all foreign aggression initiated by state and non-state actors, 
grounded in exceptional military capabilities and unmatched economic strength. 

2f. The governance of America shall ensure its citizens live in peace in safe communities. 
Safe communities shall be achieved by a strong defense against internal threats to our 
liberties and property through strong local policing, equal enforcement of the laws of the 
land, and a constitutionally wise judiciary. Secure national borders, a coherent immigration 
policy, the prohibition of sanctuary cities, and the elimination of all government corruption 
will also guarantee safe communities. 

2g. The governance of America and its states shall ensure national prosperity through a 
coherent and fair system of taxation, regulation, banking, tariffs, and international trade that 
incentivizes domestic investment, business formation, home ownership, entrepreneurship, 
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employment, creativity, personal development, and personal responsibility while eliminating 
perverse incentives that cause sloth and aversion to work." 

Preface: A Vision Worth Articulating 
Stephen Batman, through the family office SVB Interests, has produced one of the most 
coherent, philosophically grounded, and practically urgent civic statements written by 
private citizens in recent memory. It is a document that dares to name what America is  
not merely what it does  and to articulate both the soul and the structural governance 
required for that soul to flourish. This long-form essay unpacks every section of that Vision, 
drawing on the greatest traditions of Western philosophy, political theory, and civic virtue to 
illuminate its meaning, importance, and profound relevance to Americans living in 2026.[1] 

The Vision proceeds in two parts: Part I addresses the Soul of America the moral, cultural, 
intellectual, and spiritual character of its citizenry. Part II addresses the Governance of 
America  the constitutional, institutional, and policy architecture that enables that soul to 
thrive. Together, they constitute an integrated whole. A noble soul without sound 
governance collapses into chaos; sound governance without a noble soul degrades into 
tyranny. SVB Interests understands this complementarity, and Version 6a articulates it with 
admirable precision.[1] 

On Part I: The Soul of America 
What Is a Soul, and Can America Have One? 

To speak of the soul of a nation is to invoke one of the oldest and most enduring metaphors 
in political philosophy. The soul, in the classical tradition, is the animating principle  that 
which gives life, direction, and character to a living being. Aristotle, in De Anima, described 
the soul as the "form" of a living body, the organizing intelligence that makes a thing what it is 
rather than merely a collection of matter. Plato, in The Republic, extended this concept to 
the city itself, arguing that a just city mirrors the structure of a just soul: governed by reason, 
animated by spirited courage, and sustained by ordered appetites. 

America, then, can have a soul in precisely this sense: it possesses an animating principle 
 a set of beliefs, habits, values, and aspirations  that makes it distinctively America 

rather than merely a geographic territory or an administrative apparatus. The soul of America 
is not found in its GDP, its military assets, or even its laws in isolation; it is found in the 
character of its people, in the shared moral commitments that bind strangers into citizens, 
and in the Vision of human flourishing that its founding documents proclaimed as self-
evident truth. When SVB Interests speaks of "the soul of America," they are speaking of this 
animating moral and cultural core  the irreducible essence without which the machinery 
of governance is merely hollow mechanism.[1] 

A Just Society 

Section 1a of the Vision opens with an aspiration both ancient and urgent: a just society. 
Justice, for Aristotle, meant giving to each what they are due  neither more nor less. Plato's 
Republic organized the entire polity around the question of justice, concluding that a just 



FILE NAME: Formatted Vision for America LONG FORM essay version 6b 3-31-2026.docx
AUTHOR:Tbatman@svbinterests.com 
DATE SAVED:3/31/2026 11:16:09 AM 
WORD COUNT: 7541 

4 
 

society is one in which each person fulfills the role for which they are best suited, and in 
which the governing principles of reason, courage, and temperance are rightly ordered. 

A just society in the twenty-first-century context means, above all, one in which the rules 
apply equally to all, in which merit rather than birth or tribe determines outcomes, and in 
which institutions serve the common good rather than entrenched interests. Justice is both 
procedural  the processes by which decisions are made must be fair and impartial  and 
distributive  the allocation of rewards, responsibilities, and recognition must reflect 
genuine contribution and character. SVB Interests' Vision insists on both dimensions 
simultaneously, demanding that neither distributive nor procedural justice be contaminated 
by irrelevant attributes such as race, gender, or income. This is not indifference to human 
difference; it is the highest form of respect  treating each citizen as a moral agent capable 
of earning their own dignity.[1] 

Cultural Assimilation: One Nation, Not Many Tribes 

A just society requires more than fair rules; it requires a shared cultural foundation from 
which citizens can engage one another as fellow members of a common enterprise. The 
Vision calls for a "culturally assimilated society"  one that is, crucially, "without tribes." To 
understand why this matters, consider what tribalism does to a society: it fractures the 
common good into competing group interests, transforms political life into zero-sum 
warfare between identity coalitions, and ultimately destroys the civic trust upon which self-
governance depends.[1] 

Cultural assimilation does not demand uniformity of heritage, cuisine, religion, or custom. It 
demands unity of civic commitment  a shared allegiance to the Constitution, to the rule of 
law, to the English language as the medium of public discourse, and to the foundational 
American creed that all persons are created equal and endowed with unalienable rights. The 
Roman Empire at its greatest strength absorbed peoples of extraordinary diversity  Gauls, 
Greeks, Egyptians, Syrians  not by erasing their cultures but by integrating them into a 
common civic identity expressed through Roman law, Roman language, and Roman civic 
virtue. America has historically achieved something similar through its great melting-pot 
tradition. The Vision calls for a return to that tradition, resisting the balkanization of identity 
politics that substitutes tribal loyalty for civic virtue. 

Wisdom and Its Application 

Wisdom  phronesis in Aristotle's vocabulary, translated variously as practical wisdom or 
prudence  is the master virtue that governs all others. It is the capacity to discern the right 
action in particular circumstances, to navigate the space between abstract principle and 
concrete reality with sound judgment. Aristotle distinguished wisdom from mere cleverness 
(the capacity to achieve any end efficiently) and from theoretical knowledge (understanding 
universal truths). Wisdom integrates both: it knows what is good and knows how to achieve 
it in the messy, contingent world of human affairs. 

The Vision for America applies this concept pervasively. Sections 1g and 2c both invoke 
"wise actions" and "wise" governance as the standard against which political choices must 
be measured. Wisdom demands that citizens and officials resist the seductive short-
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termism that sacrifices posterity's welfare for present comfort  running up debt, 
entangling the nation in foreign conflicts, or purchasing political peace with perverse 
economic incentives. Wisdom also demands epistemic humility: the recognition that 
complex social systems resist simple ideological solutions, and that governance requires 
the kind of practical judgment that no algorithm or ideology can substitute.[1] 

Industriousness and Hard Work: A Crucial Distinction 

The Vision calls for citizens who are both industrious and hardworking, and these are not 
synonyms. Hard work is the quality of sustained, disciplined effort  the willingness to labor 
long and diligently toward a goal. It is the virtue of the conscientious craftsman who never 
cuts corners, the student who masters her texts through persistent study, the farmer who 
rises before dawn season after season. Hard work is honorable and indispensable.[1] 

Industriousness, however, adds a dimension of creative enterprise and purposive initiative. 
The industrious person does not merely work hard at assigned tasks; they identify 
opportunities, devise better methods, take initiative, and create value where none 
previously existed. The industrious entrepreneur does not simply execute a business plan; 
she conceives it, refines it, and brings it into existence through an act of creative will. 
Benjamin Franklin, whose Autobiography virtually defined the American character in its early 
formation, embodied both qualities: he worked tirelessly (hard work) and relentlessly sought 
improvement, invention, and enterprise (industriousness). Together, these two qualities 
produce not just prosperity but the kind of self-reliant, energetic citizenship that a republic 
requires. 

Virtuous Citizenship and the Aristotelian Tradition 

To be a virtuous citizen is to embody, in both private conduct and public life, those stable 
dispositions of character that enable both individual flourishing and the common good. 
Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics presents virtue ( ) not as a set of rules to be followed 
but as a set of excellences to be cultivated through habit. Virtue is the mean between 
extremes: courage lies between cowardice and recklessness; generosity lies between 
miserliness and profligacy; justice lies between favoring oneself and self-abnegating 
deference. 

The classical tradition identifies four Cardinal Virtues, the foundational moral excellences 
from which all others derive: 

 Prudence (Practical Wisdom): The capacity to discern right action in particular 
circumstances  the governing virtue that directs all others toward their proper ends. 

 Justice: The stable disposition to give each person their due  in contracts, in 
governance, in social recognition, and in personal dealings. 

 Fortitude (Courage): The disposition to face difficulty, danger, and hardship with 
appropriate steadiness  neither rashly nor cowardly. 

 Temperance: The disciplined ordering of appetites and desires so that they serve 
rather than subvert reason and virtue. 
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To these, the Christian tradition adds three Theological Virtues, understood as gifts of 
divine grace that elevate human virtue toward transcendent ends: 

 Faith: Trust in God and in the truths revealed through Scripture and tradition  the 
foundation of the spiritual life. 

 Hope: Confident expectation of God's promises  the virtue that sustains moral effort 
against despair and cynicism. 

 Charity (Love): The selfless love of God and neighbor  the supreme virtue that 
animates and perfects all others. 

These seven virtues together  four cardinal and three theological  constitute the 
complete architecture of moral excellence that the Vision envisions for American citizens. A 
republic populated by citizens who are prudent in judgment, just in dealing, courageous in 
defense of liberty, temperate in consumption, faithful in conviction, hopeful in civic 
engagement, and charitable in community care is a republic capable of sustaining itself 
across generations.[1] 

A Society of Wise, Industrious, Hardworking, Praiseworthy, and Virtuous Citizens 

When Section 1a of the Vision describes citizens who are "wise, industrious, hardworking, 
praiseworthy, and virtuous," it is sketching the portrait of the ideal republican citizen that the 
greatest political philosophers of Western civilization have consistently imagined. Such a 
citizen is not passive  waiting for government to solve her problems  but active and self-
directing. She cultivates her faculties through education and sustained effort. She 
participates in civic life not as a consumer of political entertainment but as a deliberating 
member of a self-governing community. She measures her conduct not by what she can get 
away with but by the standard of what a person of excellent character would do.[1] 

The word "praiseworthy" deserves particular attention. In Aristotle's framework, honor ( ) 
 the recognition of excellence by one's community  is both a motivation for virtue and a 

consequence of it. A citizen who aspires to be genuinely praiseworthy rather than merely 
praised will act with integrity even when no one is watching, knowing that genuine 
excellence is its own reward. This intrinsic motivation, rooted in character rather than 
external incentive, is precisely what no government program can manufacture but what a 
healthy culture can cultivate. 

Flourishing and the Life of Joy, Significance, and Meaning 

The Vision's repeated invocation of "lives of joy, significance, and meaning" is its most 
philosophically resonant phrase. It is an explicit commitment to the Aristotelian concept of 
eudaimonia  often translated as "happiness" but more precisely rendered as "human 
flourishing" or "living well." Eudaimonia is not a momentary feeling of pleasure (what 
Aristotle called ) but a sustained condition of excellent functioning across all 
dimensions of a human life. It is the life in which one's distinctive human capacities  
reason, social relationship, creative production, moral agency  are fully and excellently 
exercised.[1] 
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Joy (chara in the Greek theological tradition) is more than happiness: it is the deep 
satisfaction that arises from living in alignment with one's nature, values, and transcendent 
purpose. Significance is the recognition that one's life matters  that one's contributions 
ripple outward into the lives of others and into the institutions and communities that will 
outlast one's own existence. Meaning is the coherence of a life organized around worthy 
purposes  the experience of narrative unity that Viktor Frankl, writing from the darkest 
circumstances of the twentieth century, identified as the deepest human need. Together, 
joy, significance, and meaning constitute the full flourishing that the Vision holds out as 
America's highest aspiration for its citizens. 

Habits of Moral Excellence 

The habits of moral excellence are those stable dispositions of character  cultivated 
through repeated practice  that govern the will and appetites in accordance with right 
reason and genuine goods. Aristotle's insight, confirmed by modern behavioral science and 
neuroscience, is that character is not innate but formed: we become just by performing just 
acts, courageous by performing courageous acts, temperate by practicing temperance, until 
these patterns of action become second nature. 

Moral excellence includes honesty in speech and dealing; fidelity to commitments; 
generosity toward those in genuine need; restraint of appetite and passion; respect for the 
dignity of others; and the civic virtues of law-abidance, political engagement, and 
willingness to sacrifice personal advantage for the common good. These habits cannot be 
legislated into existence, but they can be cultivated by families, communities, religious 
institutions, and schools  the mediating institutions that stand between the individual and 
the state. The Vision's insistence on a soul-level transformation of American culture is 
precisely an insistence that governance alone is insufficient; the habits of moral excellence 
must be formed at the level of character. 

Habits of Intellectual Excellence 

Intellectual excellence, in Aristotle's taxonomy, encompasses both the theoretical virtues 
(understanding, scientific knowledge, and wisdom) and the practical virtues (art and 
practical wisdom). For contemporary American citizens, the habits of intellectual excellence 
include: the cultivation of genuine curiosity about the world; the rigorous development of 
reasoning and argumentation skills; the patient study of history, literature, philosophy, 
science, and the great traditions of Western thought; epistemic humility  the recognition of 
one's own ignorance and fallibility; and the commitment to truth over tribal comfort. 

A citizenry that possesses intellectual excellence will resist demagogues who offer simple 
solutions to complex problems, evaluate evidence rather than merely consume narrative, 
engage political opponents with genuine argument rather than invective, and hold public 
officials accountable with the tools of informed scrutiny. The foundational insight of 
America's founding generation  men who read Locke, Montesquieu, Cicero, and the Bible 
with equal facility  was that self-governance demands an intellectually cultivated 
citizenry. The habits of intellectual excellence are not the preserve of an elite; they are the 
democratic birthright of every American who applies the discipline of sustained study. 
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Habits of Spiritual Excellence 

Spiritual excellence is the dimension of human flourishing that transcends the merely moral 
and intellectual. It is the cultivation of those capacities  for reverence, gratitude, 
transcendence, humility before ultimate reality, and self-transcending love  that orient the 
whole person toward purposes larger than the self. The Vision's spiritual dimension is 
grounded in the Christian tradition that forms one of the three pillars of Western Civilization 
named in Section 1b.[1] 

The habits of spiritual excellence include: regular practice of prayer and worship; cultivation 
of gratitude as a pervasive orientation toward life's gifts; the practice of forgiveness  both 
given and received; contemplative reflection on the ultimate purposes and meanings of 
human existence; and the theological virtues of faith, hope, and charity that elevate moral 
life toward its highest expression. A citizen who possesses spiritual excellence brings to 
civic life not merely a calculus of self-interest but a genuine sense of duty, service, and 
sacrificial love for community and country. Such citizens are the bedrock of any durable 
republic. 

Roots in Western Civilization 

Section 1b declares that "the soul of America shall be rooted in Western Civilization, 
founded on Greek philosophy, Roman law, and Christian values." This statement is 
foundational to the entire Vision. Greek philosophy  above all the Platonic and Aristotelian 
traditions  gave Western civilization its commitment to reason as the supreme human 
faculty, its understanding of virtue and the good life, and its model of deliberative political 
discourse. Roman law gave Western civilization its commitment to universal legal principles 
applicable to all persons regardless of social station, its sophisticated understanding of 
rights and obligations, and the institutional architecture of republican governance. Christian 
values gave Western civilization its commitment to the equal dignity of all persons as 
bearers of the imago Dei, its understanding of love and charity as civic as well as spiritual 
virtues, its insistence on the moral accountability of rulers, and its Vision of a transcendent 
justice that holds all human institutions to an ultimate standard.[1] 

Together, these three strands constitute a civilizational inheritance of extraordinary depth 
and coherence. To root the soul of America in this inheritance is not an act of cultural 
exclusion but an act of civilizational fidelity  an acknowledgment that the principles 
animating the American founding did not emerge from nowhere but from a two-thousand-
year conversation among the greatest minds humanity has produced. To sever America from 
this inheritance, as certain contemporary movements seek to do, is not liberation but 
impoverishment  the cultural equivalent of amputating one's own roots. 

Citizens of Goodwill 

The Vision carefully describes those whose dignity shall be assured as "citizens of goodwill." 
A citizen of goodwill is one who brings to civic and communal life a genuine commitment to 
the common good  who deals honestly with neighbors, obeys the laws, contributes 
productively to society, and extends genuine care and respect to fellow citizens. Goodwill 
(eunoia in Greek, benevolentia in Latin) is the disposition of genuine benevolence toward 



FILE NAME: Formatted Vision for America LONG FORM essay version 6b 3-31-2026.docx
AUTHOR:Tbatman@svbinterests.com 
DATE SAVED:3/31/2026 11:16:09 AM 
WORD COUNT: 7541 

9 
 

others  not merely the absence of malice but the active presence of concern for their 
flourishing.[1] 

This qualifier is morally significant. Not every person who inhabits American territory 
qualifies as a citizen of goodwill in the full moral sense. Those who deal in deception, prey 
upon the vulnerable, corrupt public institutions, or systematically violate the social 
compact forfeit, through their own choices, the claim to the community's most robust 
expressions of solidarity. The concept of goodwill restores a moral dimension to citizenship 
that purely procedural conceptions of civic belonging tend to suppress. 

What It Means to Be a Citizen  and How It Differs from Being a Guest 

Citizenship is one of the most important and most undervalued categories in modern 
political discourse. A citizen of the United States is not merely a person who happens to 
reside within its borders; she is a participant in a self-governing polity, a bearer of both rights 
and responsibilities that are constitutionally defined and morally grounded. 

The rights of citizenship include the full panoply of constitutional guarantees: freedom of 
speech, religion, assembly, and the press; the right to keep and bear arms; the right to due 
process and equal protection under the laws; the right to vote and to hold public office; and 
the right to the protections of the Bill of Rights against government overreach. These are not 
gifts from government but recognitions of pre-political natural rights that government exists 
to secure. 

The responsibilities of citizenship are equally demanding: obedience to the laws; payment 
of lawful taxes; participation in civic and political life through voting, jury service, and 
informed engagement; defense of the country when called upon; and the cultivation of the 
virtuous character that enables self-governance to function. The Founders' deepest 
conviction was that republican government can only be sustained by a virtuous and engaged 
citizenry; absent that, democracy degrades into demagoguery and eventually tyranny. 

A Guest  whether documented or undocumented  occupies a fundamentally different 
civic category. A guest enjoys the hospitality of the host nation: access to commerce, basic 
legal protections against assault and fraud, and the common amenities of civil society. But a 
guest does not possess the full rights of citizenship  does not vote, does not exercise the 
franchise, does not bear the full civic burdens  and therefore does not hold the same 
claim upon the community's deepest obligations. The Vision's distinction between citizens 
of goodwill and guests of goodwill reflects this important and morally coherent difference. 
Guests deserve decent treatment, but decency toward guests is not the same as the full 
solidarity owed to fellow citizens who share the mutual obligations of the social compact.[1] 

Ensuring the Dignity of Citizens and Guests 

The Vision holds that citizens shall "care for and assure the dignity of those citizens of 
goodwill and guests of goodwill who legitimately suffer." This is a morally precise and 
important formulation. All persons  citizen and guest  possess an inherent dignity as 
bearers of the divine image and as rational beings. The community's obligation to assure 
that dignity is not contingent upon citizenship but upon humanity itself.[1] 
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However, the degree and character of the community's obligations differ. Citizens of 
goodwill who legitimately suffer have a stronger and more robust claim upon the 
community's solidarity  not merely because of civic solidarity but because of the mutual 
obligations constituted by shared citizenship, shared sacrifice, and shared civic 
contribution. The Vision does not advocate indifference to the suffering of guests, but it 
rightly holds that the community's primary obligations run to its own citizens. 

Legitimate vs. Non-Legitimate Suffering 

The Vision's reference to those "who legitimately suffer" introduces a morally significant 
distinction. Legitimate suffering is suffering that arises from causes beyond the sufferer's 
reasonable control and moral agency  illness, disability, natural disaster, economic 
displacement, the death of a provider, or the cruelties of circumstance that no reasonable 
prudence could have prevented. Legitimate suffering calls forth the community's 
compassion, solidarity, and practical assistance.[1] 

Non-legitimate suffering  a term the Vision does not use pejoratively but analytically  is 
suffering that arises primarily or substantially from the individual's own choices: addiction 
sustained by willful refusal of treatment, poverty produced by sustained avoidance of work, 
legal jeopardy produced by criminal conduct. This does not mean the community abandons 
those who suffer consequences of bad choices; human dignity still demands basic decency. 
But it does mean the community is not obligated to make the individual whole from 
consequences that are the fruit of his own exercised freedom. To conflate legitimate and 
non-legitimate suffering is both morally confused and practically counterproductive, 
generating perverse incentives that multiply the very suffering they claim to address. 

Can all suffering be eliminated? No  and any political program that promises otherwise is 
selling a dangerous illusion. Suffering is woven into the fabric of human existence: mortality, 
limitation, loss, and imperfection are not political problems susceptible to political 
solutions. The attempt to eliminate all suffering through state power requires an expansion 
of that power so vast and intrusive that it destroys the very freedom  and therefore the very 
flourishing  it claims to protect. The proper goal is not the elimination of suffering but its 
relief where possible, its mitigation where relief is beyond reach, and the cultivation of the 
spiritual resilience  grounded in the theological virtue of hope  that enables citizens to 
bear what cannot be changed with dignity and without despair. 

Merit as the Sole Determinant 

Section 1d states that "merit shall be the sole determinant for personal rewards, 
recognition, power, and responsibility," and that "attributes of race, gender, sexual 
orientation, age, and income shall never be determinants of distributive or procedural 
justice." This is one of the Vision's most courageous and important affirmations.[1] 

Merit-based justice treats every individual as a moral agent  someone whose 
achievements and contributions, rather than the accidents of identity, determine their 
standing in the social order. It is the only system of justice fully consistent with human 
dignity, because it is the only system that treats each person as fully responsible for their 
own conduct and fully capable of excellence regardless of origin. A justice system that 
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allocates rewards, recognition, and responsibility on the basis of race, gender, or other 
identity attributes commits the same fundamental error as the systems of privilege it claims 
to replace: it evaluates persons not as individuals but as representatives of categories, 
denying their full humanity in the very act of claiming to honor it. 

The practical importance of merit-based justice for lives of joy, significance, and meaning is 
enormous. A citizen who earns her achievements through genuine excellence experiences 
joy in that achievement, derives significance from knowing her contribution reflects her own 
best efforts, and finds meaning in a life defined by the exercise of real capability. A citizen 
who receives rewards not for merit but for membership in a protected category is denied 
these satisfactions and simultaneously robbed of the motivational framework that produces 
genuine excellence. Merit is not merely a matter of economic efficiency; it is a condition of 
human dignity. 

Freedoms That Enable Flourishing 

Section 1e's insistence on "free speech, religious freedom, economic freedom, the right to 
bear arms, and equality under the law" is not a laundry list of political positions but a 
coherent account of the conditions necessary for human flourishing.[1] 

Free speech is the oxygen of a self-governing society. Without the freedom to speak, 
challenge, criticize, and debate, the capacity for collective deliberation  which is the soul 
of republican governance  withers. Free speech is also essential to intellectual 
excellence: ideas improve through contest, not coddling. 

Religious freedom protects the deepest human faculty  the capacity for transcendence, 
worship, and commitment to ultimate truths  from state coercion. It is the most 
fundamental of freedoms because religion addresses the most fundamental of human 
questions: Who are we? To what are we accountable? How should we live? 

Economic freedom is the structural condition for industriousness and entrepreneurship. 
When individuals are free to pursue economic opportunity, they exercise the creative and 
productive dimensions of their humanity; when they are constrained by excessive 
regulation, taxation, and state intervention, those capacities are suppressed. 

The right to bear arms ensures that citizens retain the ultimate guarantee of their liberty: 
the capacity to defend themselves, their families, and their communities against both 
criminal predators and tyrannical government. The Second Amendment is not about 
hunting; it is about the final check on the abuse of concentrated power. 

Equality under the law is the structural expression of the moral equality of all citizens  the 
institutional guarantee that no person or group stands above or below the law's equal 
application. 

Honoring Sacred History 

Section 1f calls for citizens and guests to "respectfully and knowledgeably honor" America's 
"sacred history and those who have fought for its Constitutional liberties, especially those 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice in life or limb." This is not mere sentimentality; it is a 
profound insight about the nature of civic identity and intergenerational obligation.[1] 
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No nation can sustain itself across generations without a living relationship to its own 
history  not a sanitized or hagiographic version, but a serious, honest, and grateful 
engagement with the struggles, sacrifices, and achievements that produced the freedoms 
current citizens enjoy. Edmund Burke's great insight  that a society is a compact between 
the dead, the living, and the unborn  applies with full force here. Those who purchased 
American liberty with their lives at Bunker Hill, Gettysburg, Normandy, Iwo Jima, Chosin 
Reservoir, and Fallujah did so not as abstractions but as concrete human beings who chose 
sacrifice over self-preservation. To dishonor that sacrifice, whether through ignorance or 
contempt, is to weaken the civic bonds that make collective self-governance possible. 

Posterity and Intergenerational Virtue 

Section 1g introduces one of the Vision's most philosophically demanding themes: the 
obligation of present citizens to future generations. "The soul of America ensures that its 
citizens, by their wise actions and unselfish political choices, enable America's posterity to 
be unburdened by irresponsible national and personal debt and political and military 
entanglements."[1] 

This is a direct challenge to the short-termism that afflicts democratic politics  the 
structural tendency of elected officials and voters to prefer immediate benefits over long-
term sustainability. Every dollar of irresponsible debt is a claim on the labor and freedom of 
citizens not yet born; every reckless military entanglement is a commitment that will be paid 
in the blood and treasure of future generations; every perverse incentive embedded in the 
tax and transfer system is a burden that compound interest will multiply into crushing 
proportions. 

The virtue that this section demands is, in essence, a temporal form of justice  the 
extension of the duty to give each person their due across the dimension of time. Present 
citizens who consume the nation's fiscal and institutional capital without replenishing it are 
stealing from their grandchildren as surely as they would be stealing from their neighbors. 
The Vision's demand for "unselfish political choices" is a demand for the rare and difficult 
virtue of intergenerational sacrifice  choosing the harder but more virtuous path that 
preserves and enhances the legacy of liberty for those who will inherit it. 

On Part II: The Governance of America 
The Greatest Sentence Ever Written 

Section 2a grounds the entire governance vision in what it rightly describes as "the greatest 
sentence ever written": "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness."[1] 

Why the greatest? Because in fifty-six words, Thomas Jefferson synthesized three millennia 
of philosophical and theological reflection into a statement of political principle of 
unmatched scope and force. It claims, first, that political truth is accessible to reason  
these are self-evident truths, not merely opinions or cultural preferences. It claims, second, 
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that human equality is not a social construction but a metaphysical reality grounded in the 
act of creation  all men are created equal, not merely declared so by law. It claims, third, 
that rights are not grants from government but possessions of persons that pre-exist and 
constrain government  they are unalienable, meaning they cannot be legitimately taken 
away. And it claims, fourth, that the purpose of government is precisely to secure these 
rights  not to grant them, not to define them, not to balance them away for collective 
utility, but to protect them. 

This sentence provides the moral grammar of the entire Vision. Every element of the 
governance framework flows from it: the constitutional republic derives its legitimacy from 
the consent of the governed who possess these rights; the Bill of Rights names the specific 
freedoms that government must not invade; the federalist structure distributes power to 
prevent any concentration from threatening these rights; and the priority of America's 
interests is simply the political expression of the obligation to secure the rights and liberty of 
American citizens. 

Constitutional Republic: Consent of the Governed 

Section 2b describes governance as "a constitutional republic, whereby the government 
derives its powers from the consent of the governed as prescribed in the US Constitution, 
and the assurances to its citizens stated in the Bill of Rights." This concept  radical in 
1776, foundational today  represents the most important innovation in the history of 
political organization.[1] 

Throughout most of human history, governments derived their powers from force, 
inheritance, or divine right. The American founding reversed this entirely: government 
possesses only those powers that the people, through their constitutional compact, have 
chosen to delegate. This is unique in human history not because no one had thought of 
popular sovereignty before  Locke, Rousseau, and the classical republicans had 
articulated versions of it  but because the Americans actually built it, creating durable 
institutions through which the theory became practice. The constitutional republic is 
important to America today precisely because its alternatives  administrative despotism, 
technocratic governance, judicial activism disconnected from democratic legitimacy  
represent live and growing threats to the self-governing heritage. 

Laws of Nature and Nature's God 

The Constitution and Bill of Rights are, as the Vision states, "illuminated by the Laws of 
Nature and Nature's God and all the sacred principles in the Declaration of Independence." 
This formulation  drawing directly from Jefferson's language  grounds the constitutional 
order in a moral and metaphysical framework that transcends positive law.[1] 

The "Laws of Nature" refer to the classical natural law tradition, running from Aristotle 
through Cicero and Aquinas to Locke: the idea that there are moral truths knowable by 
reason that establish the basic requirements of justice for all human communities. 
"Nature's God" invokes the theistic foundation of that natural law: the Creator who endowed 
persons with rights and reason, making moral truth both accessible and binding. When the 
Vision says these illuminate the Constitution, it means that the Constitution is not properly 
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understood as a purely procedural document  a set of rules for managing conflicts  but 
as an expression of substantive moral commitments that constrain even democratic 
majorities. A law democratically enacted that violates natural rights is, in this tradition, not 
genuinely law but a corruption of law. 

Federalism and the Tenth Amendment 

Section 2c insists that governance "shall always divide federal and state powers in a 
Federalist system, where the Tenth Amendment explicitly states that powers not delegated 
to the Federal government are reserved to the states or the people." Federalism is not 
merely a technical arrangement for dividing administrative responsibility; it is a structural 
safeguard for liberty.[1] 

The Founders understood, from both historical study and personal experience, that 
concentrated power is the greatest threat to liberty. The genius of federalism is that it 
creates multiple centers of power  federal, state, and local  each with its own 
constitutional legitimacy, each capable of resisting overreach by the others. The Tenth 
Amendment is the constitutional anchor for this structure: it is the constitutional 
declaration that federal power is enumerated and limited, and that all residual power 
remains with the states and the people. The progressive erosion of this principle over the 
past century  through expansive readings of the Commerce Clause, the growth of the 
administrative state, and federal preemption of state authority in domain after domain  
represents one of the gravest structural threats to American liberty. The Vision's insistence 
on federalism is a call for constitutional restoration. 

America First in Governance 

Section 2d holds that America's governing officials "shall always prioritize America's 
interests in their legislative, executive, and judicial duties, ensuring that neither America nor 
its citizens are ever economically or politically subordinated to any other country or 
governing body." This is the application to governance of the most basic principle of political 
agency: a government's primary obligation is to the people who constitute it and whom it 
governs.[1] 

The post-Cold War era produced a growing consensus among elites  in both parties, in 
academia, in the media, and in international institutions  that national sovereignty should 
be progressively subordinated to global governance structures, multinational agreements, 
and international courts whose authority is not democratically grounded in the American 
people. Whatever the merits of international cooperation  which are genuine and 
substantial  this consensus too often manifested as a willingness to sacrifice American 
economic interests, American workers' livelihoods, and American strategic autonomy for 
abstract global goods. The Vision's insistence on American prioritization is not isolationism; 
it is the proper ordering of responsibilities, placing the government's obligation to its own 
citizens first without abandoning America's constructive role in world affairs. 

Strong National Defense 

Section 2e demands "the capabilities and readiness of a strong national defense against all 
foreign aggression initiated by state and non-state actors, grounded in exceptional military 
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capabilities and unmatched economic strength." The connection between national defense 
and human flourishing is not always immediately obvious, but it is profound.[1] 

Peace  the indispensable condition for the pursuit of happiness, for commerce, for family 
life, for cultural creation, for all the activities that constitute a flourishing human existence 

 is not a natural condition. It is a political achievement, maintained through the credible 
capacity and demonstrated will to deter and defeat those who would destroy it. A nation that 
allows its defenses to atrophy invites aggression; a nation that cannot defend its citizens 
cannot secure their rights. The Vision understands that the "lives of joy, significance, and 
meaning" it envisions for American citizens depend, as a precondition, on the security that 
only a strong and ready national defense can provide. Economic strength is correctly 
identified as inseparable from military strength: the capacity to sustain and equip a first-
class military rests on a first-class economy, just as the prosperity of the economy rests on 
the security the military provides. 

Safe Communities 

Section 2f addresses perhaps the most immediate precondition of human flourishing: safe 
communities. "Safe communities shall be achieved by a strong defense against internal 
threats to our liberties and property through strong local policing, equal enforcement of the 
laws of the land, and a constitutionally wise judiciary."[1] 

The importance of physical safety to human flourishing cannot be overstated. Maslow's 
hierarchy of needs, for all its simplifications, correctly identifies safety as a foundational 
condition: without it, the higher human capacities  intellectual, social, creative, spiritual 

 cannot be freely exercised. A parent who fears violence on her children's walk to school, a 
small businessman who cannot trust the enforcement of contracts, an elderly citizen who 
cannot leave her home without fear  these are not flourishing human beings, regardless of 
the formal freedoms the Constitution guarantees them. 

The Vision's insistence on "secure national borders, a coherent immigration policy, the 
prohibition of sanctuary cities, and the elimination of all government corruption" addresses 
the systemic conditions for community safety. Secure borders are not merely about 
immigration control; they are about the state's fundamental capacity to know and govern 
who is present within its territory. Sanctuary cities  jurisdictions that refuse to cooperate 
with federal immigration enforcement  fracture the coherent legal framework on which 
equal enforcement depends. Government corruption is perhaps the most insidious threat to 
community safety because it hollows out the institutions that citizens depend upon for 
protection, turning their instruments against them.[1] 

National Prosperity 

Section 2g articulates the economic dimension of the Vision: "a coherent and fair system of 
taxation, regulation, banking, tariffs, and international trade that incentivizes domestic 
investment, business formation, home ownership, entrepreneurship, employment, 
creativity, personal development, and personal responsibility while eliminating perverse 
incentives that cause sloth and aversion to work."[1] 
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This is a sophisticated and coherent economic vision that draws on both classical liberal 
economics and the insights of behavioral economics. The key insight is that economic 
institutions are not merely mechanisms for allocating resources; they are structures of 
incentive that shape human behavior and character. A tax system that punishes productive 
work and rewards idleness does not merely reduce economic output; it degrades the 
character of the citizenry by creating incentives against the virtues  industriousness, 
creativity, self-reliance  that the Vision seeks to cultivate. Perverse incentives  means-
tested benefits that impose effective marginal tax rates of 80% or more on low-income 
workers who increase their earnings, for instance  are not merely economically inefficient; 
they are morally corrosive, because they systematically reward the wrong behaviors and 
punish the right ones. 

Conversely, a coherent system of fair taxation that funds essential public goods without 
crushing private initiative; regulation that protects against genuine market failures without 
strangling entrepreneurship; trade policy that opens foreign markets while protecting 
domestic industries from unfair competition  these are not merely economic policies but 
moral choices about the kind of citizenry and the kind of character America wishes to 
cultivate. The Vision's insistence on incentivizing "personal development and personal 
responsibility" is an insistence that economic policy be evaluated not merely by its effects 
on GDP but by its effects on human character and flourishing. 

The Coherence and Importance of the Vision 

SVB Interests' Version 6a Vision for America achieves something rare in contemporary civic 
discourse: it integrates the deepest insights of philosophical, theological, political, and 
economic thought into a document that is at once comprehensive and concise, principled 
and practical, historically grounded and forward-looking.[1] 

The Vision's greatest strength is its coherence. The soul described in Part I  just, 
assimilated, virtuous, wise, industrious, merit-based, free, historically reverent, and 
intergenerationally responsible  is precisely the kind of soul that the governance described 
in Part II is designed to protect, enable, and sustain. The constitutional republic secures the 
rights without which individual flourishing is impossible. Federalism prevents the 
concentration of power that would crush the mediating institutions  family, church, 
voluntary association  through which virtue is formed. National defense provides the 
external security within which the pursuit of happiness can proceed. Safe communities 
provide the domestic security without which liberty is merely theoretical. And a prosperity-
oriented economic framework provides the material conditions  not as an end in 
themselves, but as the foundation  upon which lives of joy, significance, and meaning can 
be built. 

The Vision draws on the full inheritance of Western Civilization  Greek philosophy's 
account of virtue and eudaimonia, Roman law's commitment to universal justice, Christian 
theology's insistence on human dignity and transcendent accountability  not as nostalgic 
decoration but as living wisdom. It refuses the contemporary temptation to sever the 
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American present from its civilizational past, understanding that a nation without roots is a 
nation without a future.[1] 

Perhaps most importantly, the Vision places the human person  not the state, not the 
market, not the collective  at the center of its concern. Every element of the governance 
framework exists to serve the flourishing of actual human beings: wise, virtuous, 
industrious, hardworking, morally excellent citizens living lives of joy, significance, and 
meaning. This is the proper order: governance serves citizens, not the reverse. In articulating 
this order with such clarity, depth, and comprehensiveness, SVB Interests' Vision for 
America Version 6a stands as a contribution to American civic discourse worthy of the great 
tradition it invokes.[1] 

SVB Interest's Vision for the Soul and Governance of the United States of America, Version 6b, dated 

March 31, 2026. 

 

 


