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"THE SACRED WORD: EGO": FIRST EDITION OF AYN RAND'S ANTHEM, IN
RARE ORIGINAL DUST JACKET

First edition of Ayn Rand's powerful anti-Collectivist novella, preceding the first American
edition by eight years, in rare original dust jacket. "The most lyrical of any of her work, the most
abstract and stylized in its literary method. It has the beauty and cadence of a prose poem"
(Branden, 14).

Highly controversial from its inception, Anthem was published in England in 1938 after it was
refused publication in the United States. It would not be published in America until

Pamphleteers, Inc. brought it to press in 1946 in pamphlet form. However, even with only the
British edition available, readers worldwide came to embrace Rand's anti-Collectivist themes and
her elevation of the word "Ego" above all others.

Through Anthem and her first book, We the Living, Rand started a movement that she would
continue to build through The Fountainhead and Atlas Shrugged and which would shape the
lives of many of her readers. "It is virtually impossible to be objective about objectivism. Thus,
Rand is destined to be one of the most controversial writers—and thinkers—of her time" (ANB).
First-issue dust jacket, without "Colonial Edition" on flap. Perinn A2a. Price crossed out and
new price faintly written on spine.

RAND, Ayn. Anthem. London, Toronto, Melbourne, and Sydney: Cassell, (1938). Octavo,
original mottled red cloth, original dust jacket.

Book near fine, with light wear to bottom edge and spine end. Rare dust jacket in excellent
condition, with slight soiling to spine, light wear to extremities, mild toning, and single tape
repair to verso. A most desirable copy.

Introduction

Anthem is a dystopian novella written by Ayn Rand, first published in Great Britain in 1938, and
later revised for its first American edition in 1946. The story is set in an unspecified future time
and place, many years after human civilization has undergone a cataclysm in which all
knowledge was lost and a primitive, rigidly collectivist society was established2. Written in 1937
as "a kind of rest" from her work on The Fountainhead, Anthem serves as a powerful critique of
collectivism and a celebration of individualism10.

Rand's motivation for writing Anthem stemmed from her experiences in Soviet Russia, where
she witnessed the devastating effects of collectivist ideology. Born in St. Petersburg, Russia,
Rand and her family suffered greatly under the communist revolution of 1917, including the
confiscation of her father's pharmacy by the Soviets11. These experiences shaped her
philosophical outlook and fueled her passion for individualism and freedom.

The cultural, economic, and political climate surrounding the publication of Anthem was marked
by the rise of totalitarian regimes and collectivist ideologies. The 1930s were a particularly brutal
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time for the Soviet Union under Joseph Stalin's leadership, with the Great Purge resulting in the
deaths of up to two million people2. In the United States, where Rand had immigrated in 1926,
she found growing statism fueled by the same collectivist slogans she had heard in Soviet Russia,
rather than the ideas of individual rights and the pursuit of happiness that she had expected to
find9. Anthem was her response to these troubling developments, a warning against the dangers
of collectivism and a hymn to the value of the individual.

The Author

Ayn Rand was born on February 2, 1905, in St. Petersburg, Russia, to a middle-class family.
From an early age, she showed a love for storytelling and decided at nine years old that she
wanted to become a writer. She also demonstrated academic promise, particularly in
mathematics11. Her life was dramatically altered by the communist revolution of 1917, which
brought social upheaval and financial hardship to her family, including the confiscation of her
father's pharmacy by the Soviet regimel1.

After the revolution, Rand's family moved to the Crimea to recover financially before returning
to Petrograd (the new name given to St. Petersburg by the Soviets), where Rand attended
universityl 1. Following her education, she immigrated to the United States in 1926, seeking the
freedom and individualism she believed America represented 11.

Upon becoming proficient in English and establishing herself as a writer of fiction, Rand became
well-known as a passionate advocate of a philosophy she called Objectivism. This philosophy is
rooted in the Aristotelian tradition, emphasizing metaphysical naturalism, empirical reason in
epistemology, and self-realization in ethics. Her political philosophy aligns with the classical
liberal tradition, focusing on individualism, constitutional protection of individual rights to life,
liberty, and property, and limited government]1.

Rand's literary career included both fiction and non-fiction works. Her most famous novels, The
Fountainhead (1943) and Atlas Shrugged (1957), elaborate on the philosophical ideas introduced
in Anthem. She considered Atlas Shrugged to be her greatest accomplishment as a fiction writer
and her final fictional work12. Through her writing, Rand developed and promoted her
philosophy of Objectivism, which rejects collectivism and altruism in favor of rational self-
interest and individualism.

Why this is a Canonical Book

Anthem must be included in the canon of books containing major ideas that reflect elements of
America's politics, governance, economics, and culture for several compelling reasons.

First, Anthem serves as a powerful warning against the dangers of collectivism, a political
philosophy that stands in direct opposition to the individualism that forms the foundation of
American governance and culture. Through its dystopian narrative, the novella illustrates the
devastating consequences of a society that sacrifices individual rights and freedoms for the



supposed good of the collective2. This cautionary tale resonates with America's historical
commitment to protecting individual liberties and limiting government power.

Second, Anthem articulates a philosophy of individualism that aligns with and reinforces core
American values. The protagonist's journey from blind obedience to self-discovery mirrors
America's own revolutionary origins, where the nation broke free from monarchical rule to
establish a government based on the recognition of individual rights5. The novella's celebration
of the individual's right to pursue their own happiness and live for their own sake echoes the
sentiments expressed in the Declaration of Independence9.

Third, Anthem anticipates and addresses contemporary political and cultural debates about the
proper role of government and the balance between individual freedom and social responsibility.
As America continues to grapple with questions about healthcare, education, economic policy,
and social welfare, Rand's stark portrayal of a society where the state controls every aspect of life
provides a philosophical framework for advocating limited government and free markets 8.

Fourth, Anthem has had a significant influence on American political thought, particularly within
conservative and libertarian circles. Rand's ideas about the moral virtue of rational self-interest
and the dangers of collectivism have shaped the thinking of numerous politicians, economists,
and cultural commentators, making her work an important reference point in American political
discourse4.

Finally, Anthem's enduring popularity, especially among young readers, demonstrates its
continued relevance to American culture. By the early twenty-first century, 3.5 million copies
had been sold, with approximately 100,000 copies sold annually2. Its widespread use in high
school and college classrooms ensures that Rand's ideas continue to influence new generations of
Americans, making it an essential text for understanding the philosophical underpinnings of
American politics and culture.

Five Timeless Quotes

1. "My happiness is not the means to any end. It is the end. It is its own goal. It is its own
purpose."S

This quote encapsulates Rand's philosophy of rational self-interest, asserting that the pursuit of
one's own happiness is not merely instrumental but intrinsically valuable. In our current times,
this perspective challenges both traditional religious morality that often emphasizes self-sacrifice
and progressive political ideologies that prioritize collective welfare over individual flourishing.
The quote reminds us that personal fulfillment and happiness are legitimate ends in themselves,
not just means to serve others or society. This idea remains relevant in debates about work-life
balance, mental health, and the purpose of economic systems, suggesting that societal structures
should ultimately serve to enhance individual well-being rather than subordinating it to collective
goals.

2. "I am neither foe nor friend to my brothers, but such as each of them shall deserve of me.
And to earn my love, my brothers must do more than to have been born. I do not grant
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my love without reason, nor to any chance passer-by who may wish to claim it. [ honor
men with my love. But honor is a thing to be earned."5

This quote challenges the notion that we owe automatic loyalty or affection to others based
solely on shared humanity or group identity. In today's identity-politics-driven discourse, this
perspective offers a refreshing alternative that evaluates individuals based on their character and
actions rather than their demographic characteristics. The quote advocates for relationships based
on mutual respect and earned trust, rather than obligatory solidarity. This principle applies to
contemporary discussions about meritocracy, social justice, and interpersonal ethics, suggesting
that genuine human connection should be founded on individual worth rather than collective
categorization.

3. "To be free, a man must be free of his brothers. That is freedom. This and nothing else."5

This stark declaration of independence speaks to the essence of freedom as the absence of
coercion from others. In our current political climate, where various groups advocate for
expanded government powers to achieve social goals, this quote reminds us of the fundamental
value of negative liberty—the freedom from external constraints on one's actions. It challenges
both conservative moral regulations and progressive economic interventions that limit individual
autonomy. The quote remains relevant to debates about free speech, economic liberty, and
personal privacy in an increasingly interconnected and surveilled world.

4. "I understood that centuries of chains and lashes will not kill the spirit of man nor the
sense of truth within him."5

This quote expresses an optimistic view of human resilience and the enduring power of truth in
the face of oppression. In our era of information manipulation, censorship concerns, and
authoritarian resurgence globally, this perspective offers hope that human dignity and the pursuit
of truth will ultimately prevail. The quote speaks to contemporary struggles for freedom in
authoritarian regimes and to concerns about intellectual freedom in democratic societies. It
suggests that even in the face of powerful forces seeking to control thought and expression, the
human spirit maintains an innate drive toward truth and freedom that cannot be permanently
suppressed.

5. "The secrets of this earth are not for all men to see, but only for those who will seek
them."5

This quote highlights the value of intellectual curiosity, personal initiative, and the pursuit of
knowledge. In our information-saturated age, where passive consumption of curated content is
common, this perspective emphasizes the importance of active seeking and discovery. The quote
challenges educational approaches that prioritize standardization over individual exploration and
societal tendencies toward intellectual complacency. It remains relevant to discussions about
education reform, scientific inquiry, and personal development, suggesting that meaningful
knowledge and insight come not from passive reception but from active, self-directed pursuit.

Five Major Ideas



1. The Primacy of Individualism Over Collectivism

At the core of Anthem lies Rand's unwavering defense of individualism against collectivism. The
dystopian society depicted in the novella represents the logical conclusion of collectivist
ideology taken to its extreme—a world where the concept of individuality has been completely
eradicated, even to the point of eliminating the word "I" from language2. Through the
protagonist's journey of self-discovery, Rand illustrates that true progress, happiness, and human
flourishing can only come from recognizing and celebrating individual identity and potential.
The society in Anthem stagnates technologically and culturally precisely because it suppresses
individual creativity and initiative7. This theme directly challenges collectivist political
philosophies that subordinate individual rights to group interests or social utility, arguing instead
that a society that respects individual rights and allows for personal freedom will ultimately
benefit everyone through the unleashed creative potential of its members.

2. The Moral Virtue of Rational Self-Interest

Anthem presents a moral framework that stands in stark contrast to traditional altruistic ethics.
Rather than viewing self-sacrifice as the highest moral good, Rand posits that rational self-
interest—the pursuit of one's own happiness and fulfillment—is morally virtuous9. The
protagonist's declaration that "my happiness is not the means to any end. It is the end. It is its
own goal. It is its own purpose" encapsulates this perspective5. This idea challenges both
religious moral traditions that often emphasize self-sacrifice and secular ethical frameworks that
prioritize service to others or society. Rand argues that the pursuit of one's own happiness,
guided by reason rather than whim, is not only permissible but morally praiseworthy. This does
not mean exploiting others—Rand distinguishes between rational self-interest and predatory
behavior—but rather recognizing that each person's life belongs to themselves and should be
lived for their own sake.

3. The Inseparability of Freedom and Progress

Anthem demonstrates that technological and cultural progress depends on freedom of thought
and action. In the novel's dystopian society, scientific inquiry is strictly controlled, and
innovation is forbidden, resulting in a primitive level of technology despite being set in the
future2. The protagonist's rediscovery of electricity symbolizes how individual freedom and
initiative drive human advancement?. This idea challenges both authoritarian political systems
that attempt to direct scientific and cultural development from above and progressive ideologies
that may restrict certain forms of innovation in the name of equality or social justice. Rand
suggests that true progress comes not from centralized planning but from the freedom of
individuals to explore, create, and innovate according to their own interests and abilities.

4. The Danger of Language Control

Anthem vividly illustrates how the control of language can be used to control thought and
suppress individuality. In the novel's society, the word "I'" has been eliminated from the
language, forcing people to refer to themselves only as "we"2. This linguistic restriction makes it
nearly impossible for people to conceive of themselves as separate individuals with unique



identities and rights. This theme resonates with concerns about political correctness, hate speech
laws, and other forms of language policing in contemporary society. Rand suggests that freedom
of thought requires freedom of expression and that attempts to restrict certain forms of language
can ultimately undermine the ability to think clearly and independently.



5. The Connection Between Ego and Love

Anthem presents a unique perspective on love, suggesting that genuine love is not self-sacrificial
but rather a recognition and celebration of value in another person. The relationship between
Equality 7-2521 and Liberty 5-3000 (later renamed Prometheus and Gaea) is based not on duty
or sacrifice but on mutual admiration and the recognition of each other's exceptional qualities5.
This conception of love challenges both traditional romantic ideals that often emphasize self-
sacrifice and contemporary notions that sometimes reduce love to mere emotional or physical
attraction. Rand suggests that the highest form of love is based on values—on seeing and
appreciating the best in another person—and that such love enhances rather than diminishes
one's sense of self.

Three Major Controversies

1. Glorification of Egoism and Rejection of Altruism

One of the most significant controversies surrounding Anthem is its apparent glorification of
egoism and rejection of altruism as a moral ideal. Rand's philosophy, as expressed in the novella,
celebrates self-interest and portrays selflessness as not only misguided but potentially
destructive6. Critics argue that this extreme individualism undermines social cohesion and
compassion, potentially leading to a cold, uncaring society where the vulnerable are neglected.
They contend that Rand's rejection of altruism contradicts both religious moral traditions that
emphasize charity and secular ethical frameworks that value community and mutual aid.

Defenders of Rand's position counter that she distinguishes between rational self-interest and
predatory selfishness, and that her philosophy does not preclude voluntary cooperation or
genuine care for others. They argue that by rejecting the moral obligation to sacrifice for others,
Rand is not advocating cruelty or indifference but rather affirming the moral right of individuals
to pursue their own happiness without being treated merely as means to others' ends.
Nevertheless, the controversy persists, with many finding Rand's stark rejection of altruism as a
moral ideal to be troubling and potentially socially harmful.

2. Oversimplification of Collectivism and Individualism

Another major controversy surrounding Anthem is its portrayal of collectivism and
individualism as absolute opposites, with collectivism presented as uniformly evil and
individualism as unequivocally good. Critics argue that this binary thinking oversimplifies
complex political and social philosophies and ignores the potential benefits of collective action
and social solidarity6. They point out that many successful societies balance individual rights
with collective responsibilities and that pure individualism can lead to exploitation and
inequality.

Some critics also note that Rand's portrayal of collectivist societies seems to be based primarily
on the Soviet totalitarianism she experienced rather than on more democratic forms of
collectivism or social democracy. They argue that her critique, while perhaps valid for
totalitarian communism, does not apply to all forms of collective action or social welfare
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policies. This controversy is particularly relevant in contemporary political debates about the
proper role of government in addressing issues like healthcare, education, and economic
inequality.

3. Potential Reinforcement of Social Darwinism

A third controversy concerns the potential interpretation of Anthem as endorsing a form of
Social Darwinism or meritocracy that disregards structural inequalities and privileges the
naturally gifted. The protagonist of the novella, Equality 7-2521, is portrayed as exceptional—
taller, stronger, and more intelligent than his peers—and his triumph can be read as suggesting
that only the extraordinary deserve freedom and successo6.

Critics argue that this narrative potentially reinforces harmful ideas about natural hierarchy and
may justify indifference to those who are less naturally gifted or who face structural barriers to
success. They contend that Rand's philosophy, as expressed in Anthem, fails to account for how
social, economic, and historical factors can limit individual potential regardless of personal merit
or effort.

Defenders of Rand respond that her work celebrates the potential in all individuals to think
independently and pursue their own happiness, not just those with exceptional natural gifts. They
argue that the true message of Anthem is that all individuals have the right to freedom and self-
determination, regardless of their abilities or circumstances. Nevertheless, the controversy
persists, with ongoing debates about whether Rand's individualism adequately addresses issues
of social justice and equal opportunity.

In Closing

Civic-minded Americans should read Anthem for several compelling reasons, regardless of their
political leanings or philosophical outlook.

First, Anthem provides a powerful warning about the dangers of totalitarianism and the
suppression of individual rights. In an era where both the political left and right express concerns
about various forms of authoritarianism, Rand's vivid portrayal of a society where the state
controls every aspect of life serves as a reminder of the importance of vigilance in protecting
fundamental freedoms8. The novella illustrates how the erosion of individual rights can lead not
only to personal unhappiness but also to cultural and technological stagnation, a lesson that
remains relevant in contemporary debates about government power and surveillance.

Second, reading Anthem encourages critical thinking about the proper balance between
individual freedom and social responsibility. While readers may not ultimately agree with Rand's
stark individualism, engaging with her ideas challenges them to articulate and refine their own
positions on these fundamental questions8. The novella prompts reflection on what we owe to
ourselves and what we owe to others, questions that lie at the heart of many contemporary
political and ethical debates.



Third, Anthem offers a unique perspective on the relationship between freedom and progress. In
an age of rapid technological change and increasing concerns about its social implications,
Rand's insight that innovation flourishes in conditions of freedom provides a valuable framework
for thinking about how to foster beneficial advancement while managing potential risks7. The
novella suggests that attempts to control or direct progress from above often stifle the very
creativity needed to solve complex problems.

Fourth, Anthem's exploration of the connection between language and thought resonates with
contemporary concerns about free speech, censorship, and the manipulation of public discourse.
By depicting a society where linguistic restrictions make certain thoughts nearly impossible to
formulate, Rand highlights the importance of protecting open expression as a prerequisite for
independent thinking2. This theme speaks directly to ongoing debates about campus speech
codes, social media censorship, and political correctness.

Finally, at just over 100 pages, Anthem offers an accessible introduction to Rand's philosophy
for readers who might be intimidated by her longer works. Its allegorical style and
straightforward narrative make its philosophical content more approachable than the more
complex arguments presented in The Fountainhead or Atlas Shrugged 10. This accessibility
makes it an ideal starting point for civic-minded Americans interested in understanding a
philosophical perspective that has significantly influenced American political thought.

In conclusion, whether one ultimately agrees or disagrees with Rand's philosophy, reading
Anthem provides valuable insights into fundamental questions about the relationship between the
individual and society, the nature of freedom, and the conditions necessary for human
flourishing—questions that every civic-minded American should thoughtfully consider.
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